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Bethesda, Wednesday Nov. 3, 1948

4-63p.1/1
Dear Mammas P /

wWilliap Just called to tell me sl ut the election results, since we
don’t have & radlo. Fretty surprising, what? Everybody was wrong exoeit
old Unole Harry. Iacluding Dr. Gallup, so I feel aorry for him as wel
as for Thomas Elusive Dewey, the Candidate in Sneakers. There wasn't

muoh choice, bult I must say that Uncle Harry seems to be the pleasanter
fellow of the two.

. Your grandgon, madam, 18 pestering me to ¢ oxe down and “tglk to you",
a8 he puts it., I asked him what to tell you in my letter, and ne said -
"But I like to write a letter to Granmamma too! Sweet Granmamza!® $So now
he 18 weeping great salt tears up in his room, 8ince its a rainy-dax. He
i1s Jusi shouting down to tell grammama that he “hoorts, gammamzal!" “Tell
my gamamma that Laurence John CWIED!" He keeps asking me when I am going
to make gammamua's bedspread for her.

e went over Lo Alexandria last Sunday afternoon with Laurenge John

to call on Mrs. Hart and her son, ¥illlam's old Stuttcart friend B, C.
Hart. I wish you could have o me along! when next you come down here I'1ll
ask Mrs, harhk for permission to call with you, because 1t was just wone
derful. They have hooked a nouse in an old vow of threg=-story white
c¢lapboard bulliings on the raln strest of Alexandria. “he buldlings must
date from between 1800 and 1610, I should guess, and the sidewalk in
fron & is 3till the old red brick variety. The outside is nice, very
nice indeed, obvicuslu old bub well kept up, But inside, my dear! Long
windows, almost to the ground. A dado around the drawing room, the ori-
glnal mantelplece, a high ciéling with a lovely erystal chandelier. The
woodwork and dado is painted w1liiamscur5 green, and the wall ia cream.
wWalpaper would look nice, but since it's rented, the.e's nothing to do
about it. the entrance hall is very narrow, and I've never sesn such
high, narrow stepa upstairs except in Curacao. the dining room leads
off fyom the lving room, and 13 enchanting. &t also had a fireplace
with loveiy mantel. 4‘he kitchen is large and old~fashioned, except that
all the fixtures are modern. There 18 a tiny brick terrsce leading off
the dining room, and i1t is surrounded by a hxigh wall, ivy-covered as

I remember, though 1 didn't get a zoocd lock in the dark. Mrs, Hart has
some lovely, lovely old furniturs to go in the nouse and do it proud.
She colleclied not a few of tne thinzs in Brazil. She has a set of 12
perfectly lovely old Portuguese dining room chalrs, and an Eapire sofa,
with the original caning still in it, acconpanied by msto hing caned
ochairs, These she got from and knglishusn's house in Brazil, and they
are English antiques. The handsome sofa (uncomfortabls, of course, bub
oh 8o gogpouadl) is in perfect condition and cost her about fifteen
dollars: it Jjusy made me Lurn green with envy, both the house and the
furnlture, bul all the same I was delizhted and happy to be able to

gsee it, I could Just plecturd myself back in the eariy nineteenih centumy.
Just at dusk, when the lizhted were first turmed on, it was heavenly.

" Mrs. hart 1s, incidentally, about your age I should imagine and very
nice indecd.

1've jJust finished the Troilopre series and am therefore without
reading matter. I'd better go next door and borrow ar history book for
the evening. Also I'd better finish supper. Laursnce Jphn is out on the
porch now an{way. and 18 bothering me so much I can hardly write. How he
resents my sitting down to write a letter!

LOve,
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